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But the jailbirds that Gilbert had brought
with him soon began to misconduct them-
selves. They plundered a fishing-bark,
and then fled to the woods and plotted to
steal some of the ships. In the meantime,
Gilbert set out with three of the ships on a
voyage of exploration to Nova Scotia,
but his largest ship was wrecked off Cape
Breton. Bad weather and troubles with
the criminal party of his men were more
than he at last could cope with. "Be
content; we have seen enough!'7 he ex-
claimed. "I will set you forth royally
next spring, if God sends us safe home!"
But he never reached home. Sailing with
two of his ships back to England, he was
caught in a storm off the Azores on Sep-
tember 9, 1583, and his small vessel went
down with all hands.

CHARLES FRANCIS HALL
An American Pioneer Arctic Explorer

pHARLES FRANCIS HALL, an Ameri-
v*-> can pioneer Arctic explorer, was born
at Rochester, New Hampshire, in 1821, and
received his education at the common school
and academy of that town. He was succes-
sively blacksmith, journalist and stationer,
but his interest becoming aroused in the

fate of Sir John Franklin, he decided to
aid in the search for that distinguished
British explorer.

Sir Francis Leopold McClintock, who
had headed one of the various relief ex-
peditions, published in 1859 a record which
seemed to demonstrate that Franklin and
his party had perished, but this did not
seem conclusive to Hall, who tenaciously
clung to the idea that at least some of the
party must be alive, and he determined
to find them or at least make certain of
their fate. He was able to arouse the in-
terest of Henry Grinnell, a wealthy New
York merchant, and through his assistance
and public subscriptions, he* was enabled
on May 29, 1860, to sail from New Lon-
don on the whaler George Henry, com-
manded by S. O. Buddington (1823-1888).

The expedition was bound for Cumber-
land Gulf and Hall spent two years in the
Arctic, having no special outfit beyond
his own boats, sledges and supplies. JVhile
he was unsuccessful as to his main purpose
he lived for two years among the Esquimos,
near Frobisher Bay, and learned about their
life and habits. He discovered relics of
Sir Martin Frobisher's expedition, 1577-
1578, including a stone house.